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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 40 - 96 have been considered 

but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 40 - 96 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kondo (US Patent number 6,526,028) in view of Kondo (US Patent number 
6,580,745). 

Regarding claims 40, 49, 59, and 69, Kondo (028) discloses that a method 
for performing handoff in a communication system (Fig. 7 and abstract). Kondo 
(028) teaches that receiving, by a subscriber station (10 in Fig. 7), pilot signals 
and reverse link power control commands from one or more base stations (20s in 
Fig. 7) (Fig. 15 and column 30, lines 38-50 where teaches base stations transmit 
a reverse transmission power control information signal and pilot information 
signal). Kondo (028) teaches that selecting a first base station (20 in Fig. 7), for 
transmission of forward link data to the subscriber station (10 in Fig. 7) based, at 
least in part, on energy of the pilot signals received from the one or more base 
stations (Fig. 7 and column 28, lines 7 -52 where teaches mobile station 
determines, as a particular base station, one of the first through the third base 
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stations based on quality level, power reception level). Kondo (028) also teaches 
that selectively performing a handoff to the first base station based, at least in 
part, on whether signals transmitted by the subscriber station are received by the 
first base station with sufficient energy according to the transmission power 
information signal and base station information signal received from the first base 
station (column 30, lines 38 - column 31, lines 48, Fig. 9, 16, and column 8, lines 
13-43, where teaches the base stations transmit power control information and 
pilot information to mobile station and mobile station determines a base station 
based on forward link power and transmits the information, reverse link fading 
information, to the base station. When base station determines whether or not any 
propagation error based on the reverse link fading information on the basis of the 
detected result, the base station transmits the forward transmission signal to the 
mobile station for performing handoff). 

Furthermore, the claimed limitation "one or more base stations" can be 
interpreted only one base station, which is currently communicating with the 
mobile station, transmits power control commands and pilot signal to the mobile 
station as known art and the mobile station does not need handoff because of 
communicating one base station. 

However, Kondo (028) does not specifically teaches the limitation 
"selectively performing a handoff to the first base station based on whether 
signals transmitted by the subscriber station are received by the first base station 
with sufficient energy according to the reverse link power control commands 
received from the first base station". However, Kondo (745) teaches the limitation 
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"selectively performing a handoff to the first base station based on whether 
signals transmitted by the subscriber station are received by the first base station 
with sufficient energy according to the reverse link power control commands 
received from the first base station" (Fig. 4, 8, 9, column 7, lines 9 - 52, and 
column 3, lines 4-23, where teaches base station transmits the instruction to the 
reverse link transmission power control bits for determining reverse link 
interference and if the interference amount is less than allowable value, performs 
handover to the base station). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the Kondo (028) 
system as taught by Kondo (745), provide the motivation to achieve more reliable 
handoff performing in mobile communication system. 

Regarding claims 41, 50, 60, and 70, Kondo (028) discloses that storing 
information corresponding to the reverse link power control commands received 
from the one or more base stations (Fig. 8 and column 28, lines 7 - 52). 

Regarding claims 42, 51, 52, 61, 62, and 71, Kondo (028) and Kondo 
(745) disclose all the limitation, as discussed in claim 40. Furthermore, Kondo 
(028) further discloses that determining whether it is necessary to perform the 
handoff to the first base station (column 5, lines 27 - 50 and Fig. 7). Kondo (028) 
teaches that if it is necessary to perform the handoff, determining whether the 
signals transmitted by the subscriber station are received by the first base station 
with sufficient energy based, at least in part, on history of the reverse link power 
control commands received from the first base station (column 30, lines 38 - 
column 31, lines 48, column 6, lines 19-49, and Fig. 9, 16). 
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Regarding claims 43, 53, 63, and 72, Kondo (028) discloses that if the 
signals transmit by the subscriber station are not received by the first base station 
with sufficient energy, inhibiting the handoff to the first base station (column 37, 
lines 1 -38 and Fig. 16, 30). 

Regarding claims 44, 54, and 64, Kondo (028) discloses that selecting an 
alternative base station for transmission of forward link data to the subscriber 
station (column 38, lines 45 - column 39, lines 8 and Fig. 10, 16). 

Regarding claims 45, 55, 65, and 73, Kondo (028) discloses that if it is 
not necessary to perform the handoff, determining whether a base station 
currently being used for transmission of forward link data to the subscriber station 
receives signals from the subscriber station with sufficient energy (column 30, 
lines 38 - column 31, lines 48, Fig. 9, 16, and column 6, lines 19 - 49). Kondo 
(028) teaches that if the base station currently being used does not receive signals 
from the subscriber station with sufficient energy, performing a handoff to an 
alternative base station (column 30, lines 38 - column 31, lines 48, Fig. 9, 16, and 
column 6, lines 19 - 49). 

Regarding claims 46, 56, and 66, Kondo (028) and Kondo (745) disclose 
all the limitation, as discussed in claim 40. Furthermore, Kondo (028) further 
discloses that selecting the alternative base station based on reverse link power 
control commands received from the alternative base station indicating that 
signals transmitted by the subscriber station are received by the alternative base 
station with sufficient energy (column 30, lines 38 - column 31, lines 48, Fig. 9, 
16, and column 6, lines 19 - 49). 
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Regarding claims 47, 57, 67, and 74, Kondo (028) discloses that 
transmitting, by the subscriber station, a message indicating identity of the first 
base station (column 23, lines 24 - 33 and Fig. 7, 15). 

Regarding claims 48, 58, 68, and 75, Kondo (028) discloses that the 
message further indicates a requested rate to transmit to the subscriber station 
(column 26, lines 46 - 53 and Fig. 7, 15). 

Regarding claim 76, Kondo (028) and Kondo (745) disclose all the 
limitation, as discussed in claims 40 and 42. 

Regarding claim 77, Kondo (028) and Kondo (745) disclose all the 
limitation, as discussed in claims 40 and 42. 

Regarding claim 78, Kondo (028) and Kondo (745) disclose all the 
limitation, as discussed in claims 40 and 47. 

Regarding claim 79, Kondo (028) and Kondo (745) disclose all the 
limitation, as discussed in claims 40 and 45. 

Regarding claims 80 and 83, Kondo (028) and Kondo (745) disclose all 
the limitation, as discussed in claims 40 and 41. Furthermore, Kondo (028) further 
discloses that a processor (107 in Fig. 8), coupled with the memory (1 15 in Fig. 
8), configured to permit a handoff to a selected base station of the one or more 
base stations according to the reverse link power control commands (Fig. 8 and 
column 28 - 7 - 52). 

Regarding claims 81 and 85, Kondo (028) and Kondo (745) disclose all 
the limitation, as discussed in claims 40 and 42. Furthermore, Kondo (028) further 
discloses that the reverse link power control commands requesting the subscriber 
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station to decrease its transmission energy are indicative that the reverse link 
signal being received (column 26, lines 46 - 67 and Fig. 15). 

Regarding claims 82 and 86, Kondo (028) and Kondo (745) disclose all 
the limitation, as discussed in claims 40 and 45. Furthermore, Kondo (028) further 
discloses that the reverse link power control commands requesting the subscriber 
station to increase its transmission energy are indicative that the reverse link 
signal is not being received (column 26, lines 46 - 67 and Fig. 15). 

Regarding claim 84, Kondo (028) and Kondo (745) disclose all the 
limitation, as discussed in claims 40 and 42. Furthermore, Kondo (028) further 
discloses that a plurality of base stations, each base station configured to receive 
the signal and transmit reverse link power control commands (Fig. 15 and column 
30, lines 38 - column 31, lines 48). 

Regarding claim 87, Kondo (028) and Kondo (745) disclose all the 
limitation, as discussed in claims 40 and 42. 

Regarding claim 88, Kondo (028) and Kondo (745) disclose all the 
limitation, as discussed in claims 48 and 80. 

Regarding claim 89, Kondo (028) and Kondo (745) disclose all the 
limitation, as discussed in claims 48 and 80. 

Regarding claims 90 and 94, Kondo (028) and Kondo (745) disclose all 
the limitation, as discussed in claims 40, 42, and 43. 

Regarding claims 91 and 95, Kondo (028) discloses that receiving from 
the first base station a message indicating a quality of the received reverse link 
signal (Fig. 8 and column 28, lines 35 - 52). 
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Regarding claim 92 Kondo (028) and Kondo (745) disclose all the 
limitation, as discussed in claims 40 and 42. Furthermore, Kondo (028) further 
discloses that the received reverse link signal is a data request control signal 
(column 32, lines 34 - 45 and Fig. 20). 

Regarding claim 93, Kondo (028) discloses that determining the first base 
station was not selected for transmission of a last frame of data (Fig. 8 and 
column 28, lines 30 - 52). 

Regarding claim 96, Kondo (028) and Kondo (745) disclose all the 
limitation, as discussed in claims 40 and 76. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Hamabe (US Patent number 6,731,949) discloses Method of Controlling 
Transmission Power in a Cellular Type Mobile Communication System. 

Chheda et al. (US Patent number 6,515,975) discloses Fast Forward Power 
Control During Soft Handoff. 

Information regarding... Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
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